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Role of the Examiner

• Informs about availability of 
accommodations 

• Knows accommodations available 

• Provides the forms

• Understands request process

• Checks forms for completeness 

• Submits requests to state GED 
office
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Role of Examiner Continued

• Informs about status of 
requests

• Maintains confidential files

• Schedules 
accommodated test 
sessions

• Provides the testing 
accommodations
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Availability of Accommodations

• Must be handicapped 

accessible

• All printed materials must 

indicate accommodations 

available

• Must provide 

accommodations approved by 

state GED office

• May not charge additional fee
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Overview of the Request Process
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Accommodations Available
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Accommodations and Adaptations

• Accommodations 
Require Approval
– Extended time

– Audiocassette

– Calculator for Part 2

– Private Room

– Supervised Breaks

– Braille

– Scribe

• Adaptations DO 
NOT Require 
Approval
– Filters/Overlays

– Ear plugs

– Squeeze ball

– Typo scope

– Visor

– Magnifier

– Large print test
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Testing Accommodation Forms

Checklist used for candidates and 
examiners

Emotional/Mental Health

Physical/Chronic Health

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

Learning and Other Cognitive Disabilities



9

Request for Testing Accommodations Forms
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Forms
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Section 1—Test-Taker

Section 2—Examiner 

Section 3—Diagnostician 

All Forms  

Section 4—State 

Administrator
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Section 1
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Every request for testing accommodations

Section 1
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Section 2
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Professional Diagnostician or Advocate
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Section 4



17

Section 4
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Section 3 – Documentation of Disability 

Physical Chronic Health Disability

• Section 3 requires the diagnostician’s name, licensure number, and 

licensure expiration date. 

• Section 3A requires a letter on official letterhead stating the diagnosis 

and the functional limitations.  

Emotional/Mental Health Disability 

Same as above

Attention-Deficit /Hyperactivity

Same as above 

Learning/Cognitive Disability

• This requires IQ and achievement test scores

• The requested accommodation must fit the disability.  
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Check for Completeness

• Test-taker’s signature

• Diagnostician’s licensure 
information

• Required documentation
– For physical, mental, ADHD

• Letter on letterhead
– For learning disability

• IQ and achievement test 
scores

• Official Practice Test scores
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Providing the Accommodations

• Responsibility of test-taker to notify 
examiner at registration that 
accommodations have been granted.

• Most accommodations cannot be provided 
in a standard session.

– Extended time
• Individual session for some content areas

– Audiocassette
• Not in standard session

– Scribe
• Will require individual session



21

Reality Check

Perception Practice

• Most schedule a content 

area at a time over weeks 

or even months. 

• Fee increases were made 

to help with costs of 

accommodated testing

• Most examiners find 

experience rewarding

• Time consuming

• Costly

• Difficult
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Disabilities and the Law

Rehab Act Section 504, 1973

prohibits discrimination if the program or 

agency receives federal funds

ADA, 1990

prohibits discrimination in employment, or 

public services on the basis of a disability

IDEA, 1997

guarantees special education services for 

children with disabilities
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Case Study

• Quadriplegic in a nursing home granted the following 

testing accommodations:

– Permission to test in nursing home

– Extended time (2x)

– Audiocassette

– Supervised breaks (50 min testing/10 min break)

– Private Room

– Overhead calculator

– Bookstand

– Examiner to turn pages of test booklet
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Case Study Continued

• Met with nursing home staff in advance

• CNA in room to assist

• Tested in patient room

• Administered one content area per day

• Tested over a two week period

• Lessons learned
– Test-taker well prepared—passed! 
– Did not use all approved accommodations 



25

Questions and Answers


